THE DETAILS OF THE NARRATIVE.        209
Divine designs of life-forms were first declared in successive order at short intervals of time, and then that the processes of nature worked out the designs in the fulness of time and gradually in order, each one beginning before the next, but only beginning.
I do not deny that it is perfectly conceivable that the Creator might have designed the forms in one order, and that the actual production or evolution of the corresponding living creatures might not have been (for reasons not understood) exactly, or even at all, coincident with the order.
But it is impossible to deny the strong feeling of probability that the commands would begin to be worked out, in the order in which they were uttered.
And here it is that the correspondence which undoubtedly exists, gives rise to controversy.
From one point of view It is just enough to encourage the " period " holders to try and arrange a scheme ; but it Is just hot enough to prevent their opponents (justly) taxing them with straining or "torturing" the text and failing fairly to make out their case after all. From another point of view the correspondence is so far established, and so undeniably unprecedented (In human cosmogonies) and noteworthy, as to demand imperatively our careful consideration and compel us to account for it.               .
It will be observed, first of all, that the whole u creation " (omitting all incidental and preparatory
IS